Improving access to
care records

David Holmes

The Children and Young Persons Bill will have its Report stage in the
House of Commons on 8 October. This gives BAAF and other children’s
organisations an important opportunity to lobby for final changes to the
Bill before its content is finalised and it becomes an Act of Parliament. A
key issue that BAAF will be highlighting strongly to MPs at Report stage
is that of access to care records by post-care adults.

Sharing memories, photographs and recalling significant events is
commonplace within most families. But adults who, as children, were
separated from their birth family by local authority care can experience
enormous difficulty in finding out about their family history, the reasons
why they were separated, or even where to find such information.

It is estimated that 350,000 adults in the UK have spent part or all of
their childhood in foster or residential care. Each year, several thousand
seek access to their child care files, which are retained by the local
authority. They do so for a variety of reasons, often seeking to rebuild
fractured identities and resolve deeply personal questions about their
origins. Yet for many post-care adults, trying to access and receive
information about their family background and time in care can be a
challenging and frustrating experience. Such information requests come
under the Data Protection Act 1998, which has third-party restrictions
and does not take into account the special circumstances of post-care
adults who mainly want to obtain a family history, including details of
their parents and siblings.

A survey of local authorities in 2005 showed that the practices and
policies for accessing information under the Data Protection Act varied
enormously and meant that some post-care adults were receiving a
second-rate service. Social workers and access to information officers
often struggle with what and how much information can be shared with
the post-care adult. This is why BAAF will be seeking to table an
amendment to the Children and Young Persons Bill 2007, designed to
improve access to care files for post-care adults and to lay the
groundwork for the provision of better and more consistent support for
those seeking to discover and come to terms with their individual care
histories. At the very least, we want to see much clearer guidance for all
those who are receiving requests for access to care file information. We
hope that the Government will listen to our call for action.

My guest editor this month is Jeffrey Coleman, Director of BAAF
Southern England. In his column below, Jeffrey writes about the
development of a new BAAF service for black adopters and foster carers.

New Southern England BME
support groups

Jeffrey Coleman

Building on the successful model of our existing Black Adopter Support
Group, which has been running in London bi-monthly since 2005, and on
the evidence it has provided of the effectiveness of this way of working,
BAAF Southern England is keen to extend the availability of this model of
support for black carers, and to widen the range of groups envisaged.
When we consulted commissioning managers and practitioners at two
briefing events in May, introduced by David Holmes, BAAF’s Chief
Executive, we received strong endorsement for our proposals.

So from this autumn, Roana Roach and her colleagues will be available to
facilitate support groups for both adopters (including intercountry and
transracial adopters) and foster carers (including transracial and kinship
carers, and special guardians). These groups will provide a safe space and
forum for carers to share experiences; a structured programme to
enhance parenting confidence and effectiveness; and a way of offering
and receiving constructive feedback within a culturally sensitive network.
A significant feature of our current group is the way it has allowed the
carers’ and adopters’ children to come together while their carers are
meeting, to have their own time as a group too.

We believe these groups can help secure significant benefits, above all in
providing sustained support for placements, but also in improving carers’
capacity to address racial differences, building a positive identity for
children, increasing skills in accessing services, and enhancing children’s
ability to handle discrimination throughout childhood.

Full information will shortly be sent to agencies on the range of groups
available, and how to make referrals.
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Working to bust the “bad boys™

myth

Esther Freeman

National Adoption Week will be launching
on 10 November 2008 and this year will be
focusing on the theme of boys in adoption.

We will begin the week by presenting the
results of a specially commissioned opinion
poll which will explore the negative
portrayal of boys, perceptions of them
being harder to parent and the knock-on
effects for adoption. The first day of the
campaign will also see a couple of boys
looking for adoptive families being featured
in The Sun.

The rest of the week will be dedicated to the
other children who wait longer for families,
including black and minority ethnic children
and disabled children. We are in negotiations
with several other media partners and will
also be putting a special focus on regional
radio this year.

In addition, our dedicated website —
www.nationaladoptionweek.org.uk — will be
available, and we will provide all our
members with free posters and leaflets and a
media pack to help raise awareness locally.

R
FREE media publicity for children

awaiting adoption

The National Adoption Week campaign is
regularly supported by local and national
media, particularly television and
newspapers, which offer BAAF free space to
profile children needing permanent families.
A number of children have been successfully
placed with adoptive

NAW fundraising with BAAF’s

Firework Fiesta!

Daisy Powling

This year we are
launching a new
fundraising idea for
National Adoption Week
— the Firework Fiesta.
National Adoption Week
runs from 10-16
November and we would
love you to get involved
by helping to raise vital
funds for BAAF.

There are all sorts of
ways for you to take part
— from collecting
donations at your bonfire
party to selling pumpkin
cake to your colleagues
at work. All you need to
start planning your fiesta
is a firework or autumnal
theme!

www.baaf.org.uk

BAAF Annual
General Meeting
and
Annual Lecture
announced

The BAAF AGM and our second
Annual Lecture will be held on 18
November, at the London Voluntary
Sector Resource Centre (LVSRC), on
Holloway Road. Members will be
contacted with further details
nearer to the time.

The AGM wiill be preceded by a

conference, ‘The right decision at
the right time: making good
decisions for children in care’. This
conference provides an important
opportunity for participants to learn
about these issues from a range of
perspectives including the views of
children in care, local authorities
and research on good decision-
making, and to discuss the wider
implications and relevance to
current practice dilemmas.

For more details or to register for
this conference, visit
www.baaf.org.uk or contact Kay
Mirza on 020 7421 2637 or at
kay.mirza@baaf.org.uk.

Conference considers
post-adoption contact

Public and professional views as to the
desirability, or otherwise, of adopted
children being able to have some form of
contact with their biological families have
totally changed over the last few decades.
Contact in some form between adoptive
families and birth families after the
granting of an adoption order has become
the norm rather than the exception. This
has led to lively debates between and
within professional remits and feelings of
uncertainty for all involved.

BAAF is holding a conference, ‘Post-
adoption contact — the way forward?’, on
4 December in London that will look at the
issues and recent research on post-
adoption contact between adoptees/
adoptive families and birth families, and
the broader issue of openness within
adoptive families. Dr John Simmonds,
Director of Policy, Research and
Development, BAAF, will look at the core
issue of keeping children’s needs foremost,
while giving due consideration to the
influences of child development,
attachment and identity theories on
contact arrangements. The day will also
encompass the views of adoptive parents
and adopted young people and will look at
the professional challenges and
opportunities of post-adoption contact
today.



Health Group conference: ethics,
genetics and looked after children

Jo Francis

This year’s BAAF Health Group conference, ‘Family health legacy:
ethical dilemmas in promoting health for children separated from
their genetic roots’, will take place in London on 6 October.

Advances in genetic knowledge and DNA testing create
dilemmas for health and social care professionals working in the
child care sector. Children living in foster care or adoptive families
often have birth parents who suffer from learning difficulties,
addiction, criminal behaviour and serious mental health
difficulties. Advances in our understanding of genetics mean that
we can now predict risks for these children’s future health.
However, such knowledge presents serious ethical dilemmas. This
conference will address controversial areas of practice such as
ethnicity testing, the genetics of mental health and the ethics of
sharing third party information.

Speakers include Dr Anneke Lucassen, Professor of Clinical
Genetics/Honorary Consultant, University of Southampton; Sean
Kirwin, Confidentiality & Data Protection Policy Manager, NHS
Correcting for Health; and a presentation by an adopted adult
sharing personal experiences.

For more details or to register, visit www.baaf.org.uk or contact
Kay Mirza on 020 7421 2637 or at kay.mirza@baaf.org.uk.

Adoption & Fostering journal —
are you in the know?

BAAF’s quarterly journal, edited by Roger Bullock, continues to
maintain its position as one of the most influential publications in the
field. As well as attracting a wide range of subscribers from the UK
and overseas, plus rising interest from library databases in the US, we
have been receiving a record number of submissions from expert
academics and practitioners throughout Europe. We have also been
delighted by the response to our special bulk offer for adoption and
permanence panels and fostering panel members (contact Lubomir
Lukac at lubomir.lukac@baaf.org.uk or on 020 7421 2606 for more
information). We hope your offices are receiving enough copies of the
journal; if not, please contact John Pratt, our Membership Officer, at
john.pratt@baaf.org.uk, or on 020 7421 2635.

The spring 2007 journal special edition, focusing on education and
guest-edited by Sonia Jackson, sold an unprecedented number of
individual copies. The next dedicated edition, scheduled for autumn
2009, focuses on kinship care and is well under way under the expert
editorship of Joan Hunt, author of the recent BAAF research study,
Keeping them in the Family.

Feedback is always welcome and in the latest edition we were
delighted to be able to print heated responses to what turned out to
be a highly controversial article, ‘The relationship between institutional
care and the international adoption of children in Europe’ (Chou and
Browne, 32:1, 2008). Please contact me at miranda.davies@baaf.
org.uk or on 020 7421 2608 with any comments on content or
suggestions as to how we might improve the journal.

Young people in care speak out

Harvey Gallagher

‘Amplify contains powerful and
important messages for us all.”
Lord Laming on Amplify 2002

On 5 and 6 August, young people in care from across England
gathered together at a university campus in Cheshire. Their mission
was to gain new skills, make new friends, talk about their views and
opinions...and have fun! This residential event was organised by A
National Voice, and supported by BAAF, Barnardo’s, FCA, Rainer,
Shaftesbury Young People, SCIE and TACT.

The first day of Amplify concentrated on workshops, including fashion,
dance, drums, DJ skills, comedy and performance art, nutrition and
smoothie making (some young people and workers had their first
encounter with cinnamon!). That evening, entertainment was provided
with pool tables, a juke box, a Wii tournament, a football tournament,
giant games and karaoke.

Day two focused on peer consultations, asking young people to tell
their own story, what’s good about being in care and what still needs
sorting out. There was an option to attend a media training workshop
— with some young people getting an early meeting with a journalist
from Children & Young People Now.

At the centre of all of this activity was the i-Zone — information and
advice on everything from rights and entitlements to funding for
volunteer programmes, sexual health and drugs and alcohol, as well as
hand and head massages for anyone in need of some relaxation.

As BAAF News goes to press, the findings of the consultation are
being drawn together, so watch this space for news of what the
young people had to say. For more information about Amplify, visit
www.anationalvoice.org/events/amplify.html.

Adoption Register exchange days

Andy Stott

The Adoption Register will be holding two
exchange days open to all adoption
agencies and adopters later in the year.
These will be held on:

Wednesday 26 November in Leeds; and
Friday 28 November in London.

These will be the largest exchange events
we have ever held, with 40-50 agencies
involved and profiling children at each one.
Other exhibitors of interest to prospective
adopters will also be present, including Be
My Parent, After Adoption and a book
stall. If your agency would like a stand to
feature your children, or if you are an
approved prospective adopter who would

New from BAAF

Adopting a child

A guide for people interested

in adoption

Advice Notes

Kinship Care: Some
questions answered
Options for Kinship Carers
(England and Wales)

These two Advice Notes join our
series of short pamphlets
designed for social workers to distribute to
parents, carers, adopted people and birth
relatives. Kinship Care: Some questions
answered provides general information
about kinship care for those who are or who
may be looking after a related child, with
details about what children want and need
from kinship carers, who can become a
kinship carer, and answers to a range of
frequently asked questions.

like to attend, or if you would simply like
more information, please contact Jo Rhodes
at the Adoption Register on 0870 750
2173 or at joanne.rhodes@adoptionregister.
org.uk.

If you are a prospective adopter who has
been approved for three months and would
like to check whether your agency has
submitted your details to the Adoption
Register, please call the adopter’s helpline
on 0870 750 2176.

Also, we have just published our Annual
Report for 2007, which is available at
www.adoptionregister.org.uk. If you would
like a hard copy, please get in touch.

Adopting a Child

A guide for people interested in adoption
NEW EDITION

Jenifer Lord

Comprehensively revised, this new edition of Adopting a
Child, our best-selling book for prospective adopters, also
includes a fully updated list of local authority and adoption
agency contact details throughout the UK. Essential reading
for anyone thinking about adopting.

£8.95 plus £2 postage + packing

£1.00 each with
40p postage + packing

Options for
Kinship
Carers
(England
and Wales),
also aimed
at those
who are or
who may be
looking
after a
related
child, goes
into more depth about the options for
kinship carers, looking at the legal and
practical differences between such situations
as kinship foster care, special guardianship,
residence orders and private fostering.

To order any of the above books visit www.baaf.org.uk or contact BAAF

Publications on 020 7421 2604.

Guidance for adoption panels

In Re B (Children) [2008] EWCA Civ 835, the
Court of Appeal has confirmed the
importance of adoption panels in the
adoption process and given guidance to
ensure that their decisions are properly
informed. In this case, a social worker’s
reporting of a psychiatrist’s views to panel
was ‘seriously inaccurate’. The panel
recommended, and the agency decision-
maker accepted, that the child should be
placed for adoption. By the time the case
came to court, all parties were aware that
the panel had been given misleading
information. The judge refused to return the
case to panel, saying that he had had all the
evidence and come to the conclusion that
the care plan for adoption was appropriate.
He went on to make a placement order.

The Court of Appeal held that it was wrong
to short-circuit or bypass the procedure laid
down by Parliament. Where the
recommendation of the panel was flawed in
a material respect, the agency decision-
maker could not have been properly satisfied
that the child should be placed for adoption.
The judge was wrong to decide that the
hearing before him rectified the deficiencies
in the procedure, and should have adjourned
to enable the panel to reconsider.

Alexandra Conroy-Harris

The Court of Appeal gave guidance on good
practice in presenting information to an
agency adoption panel which suggests that
expert reports dealing with the needs of the
child (including placement) should be
provided to the panel and to the agency
decision-maker. If the reports are lengthy, the
minimum to be provided to the panel should
be the opinion, conclusion and
recommendation. A summary should only be
provided if it is in writing and agreed in
advance as accurate by all parties to the care
proceedings. A full minute of the panel
meeting should be kept and the presenting

social workers should be invited to approve it.

The decision to ratify the panel decision must
never be a simple rubber stamp; the
circumstances in which the decision is taken
should be transparent, and the decision itself
minuted.

This guidance may require some adjustments
to the way in which panels conduct their
business. It is to be hoped that experts will
include clear conclusions and
recommendations in their reports that can be
given to the panel, rather than adding to the
heavy reading load of the panel or creating
logistical problems in trying to get all parties
to agree a summary in a tight timescale.

Daphne Batty

We are sorry to have to announce that
Daphne Batty died on 1 August. She
had had cancer diagnosed some
months earlier but was fairly well until
just a few weeks before her death.

Daphne worked at BAAF from its start
in 1980 and was involved in liaison and
development work with agencies using
the Adoption Exchange. She then left to
manage a local authority’s placement
service before returning to BAAF as the
Health Group Development Officer. She
was a good writer on practice issues
and several of her books are still in the
current BAAF catalogue.

Daphne was a wise, thoughtful and
compassionate person who was
extremely knowledgeable about child
care issues. She was passionate about
ensuring good services for children and
their families. She will be much missed.

Adoption and fostering
forms: information

update

In the last six months we have issued a
number of new and updated forms, many of
which are now available only in electronic
format.

We are in the process of replacing Forms F1,
F2 and F3 with separate forms for adoption
and fostering, and for each of the four
countries of the UK — England, Northern
Ireland, Scotland and Wales. So far, we have
produced a new Prospective Adopter’s
Report (England) in February 2008, and a
new Prospective Adopter’s Report (Wales) in
both English and Welsh language versions in
April 2008. These replace Forms F1 and F2
for all adoption assessments in England and
Wales. We are currently working on
additional modules for intercountry
assessments for these forms, which will
replace Form F3.

We also produced a new Form F (Fostering)
(England) in May 2008. We are currently
working on a fostering form for Wales, and
adoption and fostering forms for Northern
Ireland and Scotland, and further information
will be given about these in future issues of
BAAF News.

Lastly, in June we replaced Forms C Annex
and D Annex (profiles of a child’s or young
person’s behavioural and emotional well-
being) with Forms CR-C and CR-YP.

Templates for all of these forms were sent by
email to adoption and fostering agencies
which have electronic licences for the
relevant forms, and we have followed this up
to ensure that these have been delivered.
However, it is probable that our contact
details for some agencies are out of date, so
if you think that your agency should have
received templates for any of these forms but
has not done so, please email
charlie.hore@baaf.org.uk.

Be the first to know
about new titles as
they are published

This year, BAAF is publishing over
30 new titles on adoption, fostering
and child care matters — from good
practice guides for social workers
and cutting-edge research studies,
to books for use with children and
handbooks for parents and carers.
Would you like to be kept informed
of details of these new titles as they
are published? If so, you can join
our free email alert service.

Visit www.baaf.org.uk, click on the
resources/publications section, and
fill in the application form under
‘Just published’.




